NETWORK NEWS
Celebrating Outcomes: 2018

Greetings from Gail

During this Thanksgiving season, it is my great privilege to send thanks for your
past, present and future support of the many mothers and children served by
HOPE Network. I’m proud that our organization still gives concrete community
support to single mothers in the Greater Milwaukee area...as we have for 36 years.
We continue to promote family health through:
our scholarships for mothers;
our safe sleep education, portable cribs, and infant layettes;
our free quarterly resource magazine;
our free clothing bank;
our free family outings;
our partnerships with other agencies for diaper dispersal.
At this year’s fall FUNdraiser, we focused on our crib/safe sleep education
program. It was moving to hear from a woman who received a crib from us when
she had absolutely nothing. It was also heartening to hear from a public health
nurse who reports that HOPE is the only agency in Waukesha County providing
cribs to families in need.
We are working to streamline our efforts, to use your money wisely, and to partner
ever more efficiently with other helping agencies. Please join us in our effort to
continue helping families!
Sincerely,
Gail Grenier Sweet,
Founder
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What We Do
Our Mission
HOPE Network was founded in 1982 as a
volunteer-based grassroots organization
providing emotional, educational, and
material support to single pregnant
women and single mothers in the
greater Milwaukee area.
HOPE's supportive services give single
mothers a sense of community, help
them enhance their parenting skills and
develop self-reliance, and aid them in
planning a future for themselves and
their children.

Who We Serve
Our Community
HOPE Network News

17,500

households receive our quarterly news magazine, through
subscriptions, agency partners, and online delivery.

224

Community
partners,
churches, and
social service
agencies (shown
at right) order
HOPE Network
News in bulk to
share with their
clients.

Southside Mothers Trading Post

HOPE Network's clothing bank is open twice a month, thanks to a dedicated pair of
volunteers. In exchange for a canned good, mothers could choose from donated
children's items, diapers, wipes, and other essentials. They can also pay it forward
by bringing outgrown items to pass along to another family.
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Who We Serve
Our Members
Single females who are raising children pay
Membership $ 5 a n n u a l d u e s t o j o i n H O P E N e t w o r k . T h e y
means... g a i n a c c e s s t o r e s o u r c e s , t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o
apply for scholarships, and tickets to fun

family events. Members connect with a
community of single mothers to build selfreliance and learn that they are not alone in
their struggle to plan a future for themselves
and their children.

2018 by the Numbers
HOPE Network members

275

Average number of children:

5

2

Unmarried female guardians
served as HOPE Network
members

49
10

Portable cribs kits provided to
members with safe sleep
education through our
partnership with Cribs for Kids
Members received
scholarships from
HOPE Network,
totaling:

$14,500

Members' County of Residence
Milwaukee (75.91%)

780

Other (1.46%)
Ozaukee (0.36%)
Racine (1.09%)
Washington (1.46%)
Waukesha (19.71%)

257

Tickets to Family Events
distributed to member
families
Summerfest
Milwaukee Art Museum
Brewers games
Milwaukee Public Museum
AND MORE!
Holiday gift cards
distributed to
members, a total
value of:

$5,054

How We Serve
Our Supporters

Each of our 270 financial donors and our 98 in-kind donors played a part in making a
concrete impact on the everyday lives of local single mothers and their families.

Thank You!

Gifts of $5,000+
Ackeret Family Charitable Fund of
the Greater Milwaukee Foundation
A. J. Star
Trackside Services

Gifts of $1,000 - $4,999
All American Window & Door
Pat Benish
Brewcity Bruisers
Blaine Burlew
Community Memorial Hospital Community Outreach Steering Committee
Mary & Bill Freisleben
Good Shepherd Church
Greater Menomonee Falls Foundation
Greenfield Woman's Club
Knights of Columbus Charities - West Allis
Kohl's Associates in Action
Lillian Love
Mary Ann & Mike Lynch
North Shore Congregational Church
P & J Stroud
Palmer Family Foundation
Quarles & Brady
Walt & Irene Skipper
St. Eugene Congregation
St. Mary Congregation
Townsend Foundation
Vilter Foundation, Inc
Curtis & Lisa Waltz
John Weber
WE Energies Foundation
Richard and Barbara Wiederhold
Bob & Pat Wille of
the Greater Milwaukee Foundation

Gifts of $499-999
Jim & Joan Bickler
Blessed Savior Catholic Church
Community League of Menomonee Falls
Edward & Claire Fink
William & Colette Goldammer
Robert & Nancy Gorzek
Steve Kessler
Knights of Columbus - Holy Hill Council
Karen & Gregory McQuestion
Northern Trust Company
Greg Renz
Rotary Club of West Allis Foundation
Phil Schumacher & Pauline Beck
St. James Congregation
St. John Vianney Congregation
St. Jude Congregation
St. Pius X Congregation
St. William Congregation
Story Hill BKC, Dan Sidner
Joan Shanley
Charlie & Katie Sweet
Gail & Michael Sweet
Mary & Ron Wallenfang
Warshafsky Law Firm
WaterStone Bank
Wisconsin Right to Life - Milwaukee Chapter
In Honor of Rachel Holley Sciortino
Maria Holley
Phillip & Karin Ritter
Anthony Sciortino

Board of Directors

Lisa Lopacinski, President
Crystal Hearvey, Vice President
Gail Grenier Sweet, Secretary,
Founder
Sarah Rigel, Treasurer

Pauline Beck
Nadiyah Groves
Andy Meyer
Pam Oberg-Sutton
Judith Romelus
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Volunteers support 2
paid office staff

Advisory Board
Jim Bickler
Hours of
Krista LaFave Rosolino
volunteer
helpMary Witzlib

What's Next
Our Future

Dear Friends of HOPE

November 2018 is a bittersweet bookend to a tumultuous year. A year ago, HOPE
Network mourned the untimely passing of beloved new executive director, Rachel
Holley Sciortino. The office manager left soon after. Heroically, founder Gail
Grenier Sweet and HOPE Network News editor Pauline Beck stepped into interim
office roles. Their passion and dedication, along with ongoing mentoring, ensured
a smooth transition for new staff in April. The office is now humming along again.
Office manager Jo Ann Durrett has become a counsel and resource to countless
women. Meanwhile, I have had the privilege of meeting many friends of HOPE who
have helped us thrive for 36 years. Behind the scenes, we have worked hard to
modernize financial record keeping. Next up - thanks to a generous grant from TJ
Maxx, we will turn our attention to launching a new website. A more robust and
responsive way to reach single mothers will allow us to better connect with them and with you!
Single mothers, more than most, need connection, resources, and education. This
hit home for me recently when a scholarship winner volunteered in our office. I'm
always thankful for the work of these young people - they are computer whizzes!
The volunteer desk faces mine, so they often start to chat. This young lady,
however, was unusually dejected. "Why do women always tear each other down?"
she asked. She explained that her children's grandmother criticizes her
constantly, blaming her for "ruining her son's life." Imagine, holding one person
accountable for a baby! As we talked, I learned that school was also a struggle. She
was overwhelmed by her math and chemistry classes, often staying late for extra
help. Her challenging course load has made it hard to find work, so she makes
ends meet by enrolling in medical studies. Listening to her broke my heart - but I
was encouraged by HOPE Network's role in her story. A scholarship from HOPE is
empowering this mother, and all our winners, to create happy endings by building
careers and sustainable futures for their families. Your help is making those
brighter outcomes possible. Thank you for investing in happy endings.
With gratitude,

Liz Beaudoin
Executive Director

