
HOPE Network for Single Mothers

HOPE Network 
provides women 
parenting alone in 
Milwaukee and the 
surrounding area 
with resources to 
build self-reliance 
and strong families.

Our 2021 Outcomes:  
Oct 2020–Sept 2021

Single 
Mothers 
Served

246

 
Scholarships

Awarded

$25,500

 
Portable  

Cribs

7

 
Layette 

Bags

38

 
Clothing 

Items

161

 
Diapers 

Provided

7,741
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By Babette Honoré, Executive Director

The pandemic continues to impact all families, especially 
single mothers. Getting through the actual day-to-day of 
life — not to mention juggling schedules or dealing with 
the fallout from supply shortages and unemployment — is 
stressful enough. The task of single parenting can feel 
insurmountable.

There’s no magic wand that will make living through this 
easy, however there is HOPE!

Celebrating 40 years of HOPE, HOPE Network Inc. has been serving single mothers 
in greater Milwaukee and Waukesha counties with programs designed to support 
their entire parenting journey. We thank you for your continued support of HOPE 
Network’s mission. 

Our small and mighty team of dedicated staff and volunteers work hard to serve 
families as they confront the many challenges of our time. We look forward to 
keeping you informed of the exciting changes on the horizon. 

Celebrate 40 years of HOPE by giving on our website, hopenetworkinc.org, or use 
the enclosed envelope. Your gift will create an even better year for single moms. 

  Babette    

OUR ANNUAL APPEAL: 

Partner with HOPE

http://hopenetworkinc.org


Celebrating 40 Years of HOPE

Why I still support HOPE Network
By Gail Grenier Sweet

HOPE Network is officially in its 40th year of service to Milwaukee-area families! Next 
August will mark 40 years since I woke up in the morning with the idea of creating a 
concrete community outreach to single mothers. 

I still serve on the advisory board and on the FUNdraiser team. My passion for HOPE 
has only grown brighter over the years. Why?

•  No other helping agency offers as much as we do: free cribs with safe sleep education, 
free baby’s and children’s clothing, scholarships that cover tuition and/or childcare, 
quarterly newsletter plus Facebook page with tips on free and inexpensive resources 
for family fun and parenting education, free tickets to sporting events, museum 
tickets, and so on.

•  HOPE Network serves without big salaries. The administrative costs have been minor 
compared to the financial investment HOPE gives to the families headed by single 
mothers. We pinch your donated pennies until they cry uncle!

•  HOPE is a small organization that serves quietly. People like to donate to us because 
they know there is a real live person who will pick up the telephone. Single mothers 
appreciate us because they know that if we don’t have a resource they need, we will 
do our best to help them find it.

 •  It keeps happening: I meet a woman and somehow the subject of HOPE comes up. 
With tears in her eyes, she will say, “You helped me years ago when I had nothing.” The 
cribs and scholarships have changed lives. Giving someone HOPE is probably the most 
transformative thing we do. 

•  We help single grandmothers. Because of the opioid epidemic, some parents have 
been lost to their children. Grandmothers have stepped in to raise the young ones. But 
those grandmothers may be single women of limited means. We help them in the same 
way we help single mothers. 

•  In everything, HOPE aims to help women take charge of their own lives and build 
stronger families.

For these reasons, I will always support HOPE Network for Single Mothers. I salute the 
younger directors who bring fresh ideas to the board, the tireless office team of Babette 
Honoré and Gracie Marchese, and all the gracious volunteers and donors! God bless you 
all and God bless all the families led by single mothers in the Greater Milwaukee area.

Sharing HOPE is a publication of
HOPE NETWORK FOR SINGLE MOTHERS

Office (262) 251-7333 | admin@hopenetworkinc.org
PO Box 531, Menomonee Falls, WI 53052-0531 | hopenetworkinc.org

HOPE Founder,
Gail Grenier Sweet 

Next August will mark 40 
years since I woke up in 
the morning with the idea 
of creating a concrete 
community outreach to 
single mothers. 

http://hopenetworkinc.org
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Scholarship Recipient SPOTLIGHT

Hello, my name is Margie Albizures, and I am currently a senior at Marquette double majoring in 
Political Science and Criminology and Law Studies and a minor in Sociology. My son’s name is Jeremiah, 
3, and he will be heading to his first semester of school this fall. My educational goals include being the 
first in my family to hold a bachelor’s degree and a Juris Doctor. My career goals are to become a lawyer 
and help the people in my community who do not have the financial means to attain representation. I 
want to inform others about their rights, build relationships upon trust, and become a leader for others. 
My hope is that one day I am able to help make or shape the laws that directly impacts my community. 
My role as a mother has helped me realize steps to achieve these goals and has been a source of 
strength and motivation.  

A challenge that I have recently overcome has to do with balancing all the things that life has thrown 
at me while making time for myself. I have been trying to balance dealing with family issues, education, 
extracurricular, studying, and being a parent. It has been tough with COVID as managing these things 
all at once can get pretty isolating. However, holding on to my faith and hope has kept me going. Also, 
finding ways to settle nerves and stress which include meditation or painting has proven to be helpful. 

The advice that I would offer to other single mothers pursuing education is to not let your identity as 
a mother overpower you. Being a mother always comes first, but it is not all that you are. You should 
remember that you have your own goals and that you should also live for yourself. Don’t get lost in what 
other people say or think about you because at the end of the day you are the only one who can make 
things better for yourself and your kid(s). Love yourself, love your family, and love God for the blessings 
that has been given to you. Even when things are getting rough which they will, never forget that being 
a mother is what makes you stronger than everyone else in the room.   
      —Margie Albizures

With more than 125 scholarships awarded since 1988, HOPE Network is proud of our role in 
families’ futures. With help from HOPE Network, women are inspiring their children, completing 
degrees, and building family-supporting careers. Our winners for the 2021–2022 school year 
represent diverse circumstances, institutions, and areas of study. Keep reading for their stories.

Margie Albizures
MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY
Political Science & Criminology and 
Law Studies / Sociology

Shopping with HOPE 2021
Our newest event, Shopping with HOPE, provides a free shopping experience, distributing 
clothing, diapers and baby wipes. Members were invited to participate in the program, our 
volunteers from Baird sorted, set up the display and took down tables. 

With your financial support, here is what we provided:
• Clothing items selected/donated: 573
•  Members participated: 27 Members  

(including 7 in-home deliveries)
• Diapers donated and distributed:  440

The next Shopping with HOPE is scheduled for December 4 from 10am-2pm at Benjamin 
Franklin Elementary School,  2308 W Nash St, Milwaukee, WI 53206

Members are invited to sign up by emailing us at admin@hopenetworkinc.org 
Not a member? Go to our website and join! hopenetworkinc.org

https://www.hopenetworkinc.org/programs/membership/ 
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Single Mother Resources

Meet Porcha Brown, New HOPE Board Member
We are thrilled to have Porsha Brown join our board. She is the Owner Operator of Inetter’s Blooming 
Roses LLC a family childcare center that believes in loving and supporting each child. In this role, she is 
committed to value-based instruction; approaching lesson planning and interaction with creativity to 
generate a positive and educationally fun environment within a classroom setting.

Porsha created open lines of communication from the classroom to the parents, helping to establish 
ongoing independence for each child as they transition from the Center to their home, or home to 
school.

Porsha is a HOPE Network member and a former Scholarship winner! She brings to the board 
enthusiasm and insights from a business owner single mom’s perspective.

Collaboration Brings Access to Resources
For decades, HOPE Network has partnered with area agencies to publicize resources for single 
mothers. Our quarterly news magazine, Sharing HOPE, publishes information vital and relevant to our 
members.

Our online Resources page is available 24/7 and highlights opportunities that are available year-round 
or on a regular schedule.

To find additional food pantries, shelter, meal sites, family resources, health & social services:  

Dial 2-1-1 (Toll-free at pay phone: 1-877-211-3380)

IMPACT 2-1-1 a 24-hour helpline
Available by phone 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
Search the Impact 2-1-1 online resource directory.

Porcha Brown

http://hopenetworkinc.org/resources/
https://211wisconsin.communityos.org/
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Another 
Virtual 
Auction 
Success
We appreciate all of you who made a Time of HOPE our online auction event, a great success.
We collected feedback from our guest. We are pleased to share the results:

• 55.6% of our guest responding indicated they prefer virtual style events.
• Guest indicated they found the auction item very valuable.
• “Easy to navigate and fun!”
• “Wonderful cause. Love to give it support!”

HOPE Network for Single Mothers thrives because of the financial support of our generous 
sponsors and donors. The generosity has made “A Time of Hope”, our online fundraising event, a 
huge success.

2022 Event Sponsors

SPECIAL THANKS

Special thanks to the 
committee members that 
made this event such a success:

Ally Spaight 
Babette Honoré
Gracie Marchese 
Gail Sweet 
Irene Skipper 
Karen Hammersmith 
Mary Witzlib 
Pat Wille 

PREMIER PLATINUM SPONSOR

 

PLATINUM SPONSOR

 

DIAMOND SPONSORS

Pauline Beck & Phil Schumacher

SILVER SPONSORS

Tim & Lynn Buszkiewicz 
Sandra & James Lembke
Waukesha State Bank

SPECIAL THANKS

Special thanks to Walt & Irene Skipper for underwriting the auction website

Thank
   You!

a time of hope
ONLINE SILENT AUCTION

FRIENDS

Daniel G. Krivos,  
Northwestern Mutual 
John & Olive Lietzau 
Holly Ryan 
Schmidt & Bartelt 

Michael & Gail Sweet 
Jeffrey VanDam 
Walnut Way 
Conservation Corp.
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Contributors of Online Auction Items
Our online auction would not have been possible without the donations we received from 
these generous businesses and individuals. Please take an opportunity to thank them with your 
patronage or expression of gratitude.

Thank You Auction Donors

Adventure Rock

1st and Bowl

A Better Me Spa

Alexandra Spaight

Ally’s Bistro

Angelic Bakehouse

Anna Sweet

Anne & Dana Sanders

Ann’s Italian Restaurant

Applebees

Art Lounge Studio

Back Yard Bling

Bank of Flowers

Bartelt

Bartolotta Restaurant Group

Bel Air Cantina

Bel Canto Chorus

Betty Brinn Children’s Museum

Black Shoe Hospitality

Brew City Bruisers

Brewhouse Inn and Suites

Brisco County Wood Grill

Broadway Theatre Center

Brook Falls Organ & Piano Co.

Bubble Boys Pressure Washing LLC

Cafe Hollander

Carol Cinquegrani

Cedar Creek Trading Post

China Kitchen

Collectivo Coffee

Consumer Beverage

Cooper’s Hawk

Costco - Menomonee Falls

Cousins Subs

Cubanita’s

Culvers of Menomonee Falls

Dave & Buster’s

De Marinis Pizzeria MF

Diakonos Designs

Discovery World Science & Technology Center

Elite Fitness & Racquet Clubs

Elliott’s Ace Hardware

Escape MKE

Extended Hands Massage Therapy

Fairways of Woodside Golf Course

Falls Patio Players

Festival City Symphony

Fiddleheads

First Stage

First Watch - Brookfield, Mequon

Float Milwaukee

Florentine Opera Company

Flower Source

Four Corners of the World

Franklin Friendly Quilters

Fred Astaire Dance Studio, Menomonee Falls

Fresh Thyme Brookfield, Menomonee Falls

Friends of Boerner Botanical Gardens

Friends of the Domes

Friends of Wehr Nature Center

Gail Sklodowska

Germantown Nails

Germantown Travel

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Quilters

Goody Gourmet’s

Great Harvest Bread

Great Lakes Distillery

Green Bay Packers

Hand & Stone Massage and Facial Spa

Heidel House Resort & Spa

Hilton Garden Inn/Park Place

Historic Milwaukee, Inc.

Home Depot

Home2 Suites by Hilton

HOPE Board of Directors

Ian’s Pizza

IsAgenix

Italian Dinner

Jake’s Restaurant

Jalapeno Loco

Jam Beautique

Jerry Jacoby

Jewish Museum of Milwaukee

Just Goods

Just Kiln’ Time Pottery

Kelly King

Kendra Scott

Kids in Motion

Kleider Ltd

Klement Sausage Co Inc

La Terraza Pottery Studio

Lakefront Brewery

Laurie Hendricks

Lee Curtes Pottery
continued on next page

PROVIDING ACCESS  
TO EDUCATION

Single mothers often 
spend over half of their 
income on housing 
expenses and a third on 
child care, leaving them 
with less money for 
educational expenses.
 
Without financial aid, 
single mother students 
have little or no means 
to contribute financially 
to their educational 
expenses. One third 
graduated with a college 
degree, while one sixth 
had not completed high 
school.
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Thank You Auction Donors
Lisa Casablanca

Lisa’s Paper Hearts

Lush Cosmetics

Lynden Sculpture Garden

Machine Shed

Marcus Hotels & Resorts

Marcus Theaters

Mary Kay Consultant

Menomonee Falls Chamber of Commerce

Menomonee Falls Community Ed. & Rec.

Mercel Riebe

Metro Market - Menomonee Falls, Mequon

Michael & Gail Sweet

Michelle Wille

Mills Fleet Farm

Milwaukee Admirals

Milwaukee Art Museum

Milwaukee Brewers

Milwaukee Bucks Charitable Tickets

Milwaukee Community Acupuncture

Milwaukee County Parks

Milwaukee County Zoo

Milwaukee Food & City Tours

Milwaukee Pedal Tavern

Milwaukee Public Library

Milwaukee Repertory Theater

Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra

Milwaukee Wave

Milwaukee Youth Theatre

Mineshaft Game Room

Museum of Wisconsin Art

Nails by Jenny

Next Act Theatre

Nino’s Italian Bakery

North Star Bistro

Nothing Bundt Cakes

Odyssey Family Restaurant

Old Town Serbian Gourmet Restaurant

Open Flame Restaurant

Oscar’s Frozen Custard

Otto’s Wine & Spirits

Our Daily Bread

Outpost Natural Foods

Pauline Beck & Phil Schumacher

PC Assistants, Inc

Peace of Mind Concierge Service

Peace Yoga Studio & Wellness Center

Pfister Hotel

Pick ‘N Save - Brookfield, Glendale, Wauwatosa, 
Milwaukee, Menomonee Falls, Sussex

Piecing’s of Eight Quilting Group

Piggly Wiggly - Menomonee Falls, Mequon

Pink Lemonade Salon & Day Spa

Potawatomi Hotel & Casino

Present Music

Quarles and Brady

Radisson Milwaukee West

Raffiuel Prater

River Falls Car Wash

Riveredge Nature Center

Rivoli Theatre

Robert E. Ellsworth Correctional Center

Robert’s Frozen Custard

Robin’s Nest

Schlitz Audubon Nature Center

Shady Lane Greenhouses

Silk ‘n’ More

Silver Spring Golf Club

Sky Zone Milwaukee

Songbird Hills Golf Club

Sprecher Brewing Company

Starbucks - Cedarburg, Grafton, Mequon, New Berlin, 
Menomonee Falls, Milwaukee, Hales Corners

Stonefire Pizza Company

Sue Perse Photography

Sugar Maple

Sunset Playhouse

Symmetry Salon Suites

Target

Taycheedah Correctional Institution 

Tews

The Feed Bag

The Lowlands Group

The Westin

Thirty-One Gifts

Tom Deming Photography

Trader Joe’s

Tricklebee Café

Uno Pizzaria & Grill

Urban Ecology Center

UWM Planetarium

Veloce Indoor Speedway

Village Bowl

Walt & Irene Skipper

Waukesha Civic Theatre

Waukesha County Parks

Waupun Correctional Institution - Knitting Program

Wauwatosa Recreation Dept.

Wisconsin Athletic Club
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Counting Our Blessings!
We are thankful for the financial contributions received January 2021–September 2021, including the monetary donations to Time 
of HOPE.

Mary Kay & Rich Allaire
Kay Antoine
Jackie Avial
Susan Ball
Mary Bates
Polly Belcher
Patricia Benish
Greg & Louise Berg
Heidi Berka
Dana Bishop
Kimberly & Robert Brodish
Don & Lynn Broesch
Dr. Nancy Budish
Timothy & Lynn Buszkiewicz
Antonio Butts
Kenneth Byrne
Tim & Sharlene Byrne
Arthur & Christine Callahan
Dennis Cappel
Ally Carlson
Arthur Clark
Pamela Clark
Jasmine Clay
Mary Jo & John Coffee
Frances Cook
Margaret D’Angelo
Lynn Daniel
Hanna De Graaf
Patricia De Guzman
Greg Dittrich
Debra Doolittle Kappes
William Dosemagen
Ellen Drewry
Margot Dunn

Sheldon Dutes
Heidi Dyer
David & Louise Elmer
James & Marianne Elmer
Lynn & Peter Engel
Terri Enghofer
Mary Ann Erdtmann
Edward & Claire Fink
Barbara Finley
Maureen Fitzsimmons  
Vanden Heuvel
James Frakes
William Freisleben
Anne Friedrich
Patricia & George Frommell
Elaine Lindstrom  
GFWC Woman’s Club of 
Greenfield
Donna Glass
Frances Glowienka
Robert & Nancy Gorzek
Nate Grap
Mary Grenier
Randy & Deborah Gromowski
Rev. Ralph Gross
Joyce Guinn
Karen Hammersmith
Therese Hazinski
Brandy Helchen
Babette Honore
Sherry Hovey
Brian Janosch
Katelyn Janosch
Maureen Janosch
Jessica Janz McKnight

Dominique Jones
Stephen & Barbara Kaainoa
Kenneth Reich &  
Kathleen Kershek
Cheryl King
Amy Kirsch
Sandra & Roger Klein
Elaine Klimek
Mary Koch
Jenna Koenings
Herbert Kohl
Tom & Sue Kress
Daniel Krivos
Mary Chris Kult
Lea Kyle-Lewis
Stephanie Leicht
James & Sandra Lembke
Jean Lemorande
John & Olive Lietzau
Elise Lippmann
Christine & Jeffrey Lodl
Margaret Loebner
Judith Lohmann
A.R. & K.E Luening
Michael & Mary Ann Lynch
Karen Magyga
Tyler Mais
Gracie Nina Marchese
Jessica Martin
James Maslowski
John McCormick
Michele McKnight
Karen McQuestion
Helen & Mark Metscher
Thomas Moran

Elyce & Vincent Moschella
Sue Moscicke
Mary Neary
Robert Nelesen
Jane Niebler
Lisa Nimmer
Mary Nitzsche
Stephanie Ohlfs
John Pankau
Jennifer Paolantonio
Ryan Paugh
Carol Pedersen
Paul & Ramona Petry
Noel Lynn Petzold
Nancy  & John Reuter
Matt Riesen
Yamiris Rivera
Cheryl Robert
Dale Rogers
Jennifer Rogers
Veraunica Ruffin
Holly Ryan
Peter Scharl
Don Schauf
Mary Alice & Ronald Schueler
Pauline Beck & Phil Schumacher
Ben Sciortino
Kathleen Sexton
Joan Shanley
Marilyn Skipper
Walt & Irene Skipper
Alexandra Spaight
Janice & James Spredemann
Stephen Springman

Alice Star
Lisa Starke
Joan Steele
Paula & Jeff Stroud
Blake Stuckey
Scott Stuckey
Sharon Stuckey
Anna Sweet
Michael & Gail Sweet
Gabriel Tawil
Tammy Taylor
Gary & Kathleen Thomas
Michael & Nancy Thompson
Karen Tieman
Jeanne & Paul Troglia
Teresa Trostmiller
Jeffery VanDam
Mary Voell
Georgiana Wagemann
Kathleen Wambold
Beverly Washcovick
Stephen Watson
Frederick Weber
John Weber
Richard Wiederhold
Pat & Bob Wille
Charlene Winters
Terre Woodward
Nina Zealy
Janet & Mike Zimmermann


